just one variety. Arid is this word "variety" adequate when
speaking of what Michurin did? The plant properties of
many of them have been changed so radically that if a botanist
were to find them in a wild state he would class them as new
species and even genera.
In the address he delivered at the historic session of the
Lenin Academy of Agricultural Sciences on July 31, 1948,
Academician T. D. Lysenko said the following about the
varieties Michurin produced: "Many of them were produced
without sexual hybridization, and all of them were the result
of strictly directed selection, including systematic training."
A CREATOR
You ask yourself: what is the key to the riddle of this
great phenomenon that bears the name Michurin? What is
the secret of this unexampled life?
A real biography of Michurin has not yet been written.
That great diviner, art, is already trying to reproduce
his image.
We will endeavour to describe at least some of his traits
of character.
He was a man of iron will and indomitable determination.
Stern in home life and at work, he never flew into a rage,
never posed, never gave way to strain, or to hysterical out-
breaks. Outwardly plain, a lover of methodicalness, consist-
ency and straight, sharp lines, which ran through his whole
life, his inner world was extremely complex and deep.
Burbank kept quiet, smiled a barely perceptible, ironic
smile, perhaps, when the storm of abuse and charges of blas-
phemy raged about his ears. But it is doubtful whether the
Archipresbyter of Kozlov walked out of Michurin's house
as proudly and formidably as he had walked in, when he
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